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CUP FORTUNES AND AN EYE ON DEVELOPMENT
We gear up for another match at 'Gas Girls'
HQ as we aim to continue our 100% record in
the Gloucestershire County Women's League.
Longwell Green make the short journey to
Lockleaze (Estadio De Leaze) in an attempt
to derail our momentum before a visit to our
opponents next week, before the Christmas
break.
 
Our last match at Lockleaze witnessed our
first defeat of the season in what was a
challenging afternoon against Frampton
Rangers in the GFA Trophy. Despite a 0-3
scoreline, it was the three errors by the 'Gas
Girls' that gave the South West Region
Division One leaders the upper hand in what
was a tightly contested match.

We can take great encouragement from a
performance that matched a team who are
flying high in the League above. It was the
perfect opportunity for us to test ourselves
against a well-established club and we're now
more aware of what we need to do to
progress and get to that next level.
 
Cup action was also on agenda last week as
we travelled to meet Cotswold Rangers in the
Gordon Perrett League Cup. Rangers are
currently challenging our Development Team
in the Gloucestershire County Division Two but
the first team proved to be too strong for the
home team with the 'Gas Girls' winning 12-0
and progressing into the quarter finals.
 



Being able to develop players through our
pathway is something that we take very
seriously and we aim to give as many girls
their chance, whenever we possibly can. 
 
Now that the season is well and truly in full
swing, it has given myself and Nathan the
opportunity to start planning for the future.
For us to be sustainable and successful, it's
clear that we need to produce a development
plan for all matters across the club. We know
what we want to achieve but now is the time
for us to make sure that the structure is in
place for the club to grow in the right way.
We'll be spending the early part of 2020
looking at each various aspects of the club
with a desire to have a strategy in place this
Summer. It really is an exciting place to be at
the moment.
 
I'm also delighted to see that more and more
girls are applying for the Bristol Rovers
Community Trust Post-16 Education course.
Our BTEC Level 3 in Sport offers the chance to
play football for Bristol Rovers, train every
day like a professional and gain a qualification
to the equivalent of three A-Levels. This
provision will continue to be proud part of the
Community Trust and hugely beneficial for the
'Gas Girls'. I can't wait to see this grow over the
next few years, as well as our club! UTGG! MD

Georgia Vandries and Jasmine Bull both netted
four goals each, while Rossana Rocha and
Libby Bell both got a brace to make sure that
we advanced to the quarter finals. The draw
for the quarter finals will be made in due
course.
 
The Development Team also continued their
run of good form in the League after a solid 3-
0 victory against Gloucester City. Jess Lumber
grabbed a brace while Zoe Jones weaved her
way through the Gloucester defence to finish in
style. A superb individual effort. It's still very
tight at the top  of Division Two, as goal
difference is the only thing that separates our
girls and Cotswold Rangers.
 
In the Gordon Perrett Cup, our Development
Team fell on penalties to Tytherington Rocks
but the girls will have the opportunity for a "re-
match" when they face the rocks again, in the
Gloucestershire County Challenge Cup, early
next year.
 
A rare gap in the Development Team fixture
calendar will now give us the opportunity to
offer some of our players the chance to
experience the first team environment. We've
been very impressed with the progress being
made in the Dev squad and I'm sure you will be
seeing some new faces cross the white line
over the course of the next three games.







NEWS FLASH!

Today's match will see six of our
Development Team players, take the

step into the first team squad.
 

Chloe Campbell, Shannon Francis,
Sarah Harris, Emily Hulbert, Jess
Lumber & Zoe Jones have been
impressing the coaching staff in

recent weeks and fully deserve the
opportunity to make the jump.

Bristol Rovers are delighted to
welcome 21 year old forward
Kiera Madden to the club for

today's match.
 

Madden has been involved in
Bristol University's successful
Women's set-up this season
and has previously worked

with first team Manager
Nathan Hallett-Young in 2018.







ROSsAnA
ROCHA
"Rovers is the kind of club that

keeps a special place in your

heart!

GG: Hi Rossana! Thanks for chating to us
today. First of all, when did you first fall
in love with Football?
 

GG: You were born and raised in Porto,
when did you move to Bristol and how
easy was it for you to adapt to a new
Country?

RR: I can’t remember an
exact age, but I remember playing football
with the boys at school when I was 3
or 4 years old. I think I was already playing
football in my mother’s belly! I
knew I loved it, and it’s like when you see
someone and think that person was
born for a specific role, I think I was born
to play football! I can’t stay
away from it and it brings me so much joy
and happiness! I’d always play in
small tournaments and on the street with
my neighbours since I was little and I
would feel incomplete if I had a day
without kicking a ball, so when I was
alone at home sometimes, or didn’t have
anyone to play with me, I used to play
in my garden and destroy all the flowers,
my mother would go crazy about it,
but she knew there was no way I would
stop playing. I even used to play with a
football made of paper and tape when
there was nothing with a circular shape
around. So, I fell in love with football even
before I knew that football existed.



GG: Before you joined us at Rovers, were
you playing football when you moved to
Bristol?

GG: You have played in the Portuguese
Premier League, who did you play for and how
much did you enjoy the experience?

GG: What made you decide to come to the
open sessions with the Gas Girls?

RR: Yes, I was born and raised in Porto. I moved
to Bristol three and a half years ago and I can’t
say it was difficult for me to adapt. Bristol is a
special city and it’s quite similar to Porto in a
way. In addition I’ve met really nice people and
made new friends. The only thing that was a bit
difficult to adapt was the weather, which now, I
believe I am used to it.
 

RR: I started playing 11 a side when I was 17 years
old, in a promotional league, and I remember my
first ever game on such a big pitch, I was so
nervous and happy at the same time. After two
years I was asked if I wanted to play for another
team in the Portuguese Premier League. I
accepted playing for Leixoes Sport Club and it
was an amazing experience, I was able to play
with and against incredible players but
unfortunately I had to give up after a few years.
It was one of the most difficult times in my life.
Life can give us the best things, but it can take
them away as well. Considering various factors,
like health, University, location and other things
that I don’t feel comfortable taking about yet
because they still make me feel very sad. I hope
to be able to speak freely about it one day but I
had to stop playing. Apart from these hard times,
I had one of the best experiences in my life!

RR: I started playing football in the Bristol
Women’s Football Casual League, which I
have to praise for their hard work in making
football possible for many women in Bristol.
After my experience in Porto, and having to
give up football, I stopped playing for 4/5
years, I was upset with myself and the sport,
and I had times where I wanted to play in my
brain and heart but my body couldn’t keep
up. I felt very frustrated, all the moves and
creativity I had in my head wouldn’t reflect on
my feet and I believe the bad feelings were
taking over me. With my partner’s incentive I
was invited to play on her casual team, so I
could enjoy football again. Slowly I started
enjoying and growing some confidence and
I’ve played for the casual league 2 or 3 years.
Now I think about the past, and to be honest I
couldn’t start back in a better league, Casual
football and my team at the time helped me
a lot in this “relaxing about football again”.

RR: I was at work and my partner told me that
she saw on the news that Rovers wanted to
create again a Women'S football team. At first, I
said I didn’t want to, mostly because I think...



GG: How do you feel the season has gone
so far and what's your aspirations from
now until the end of the season?

... I was afraid to come back to the sport and
suffer again but, with a lot of patience and
perseverance I was convinced (maybe because
unconsciously my heart was telling me to come
back) or at least to go to the trials and see if I
would like it. I went to the trials and I really
enjoyed the atmosphere and the sessions. I am
very lucky that my partner was able to see that I
needed to play again, so I am very thankful for
all the support and for not letting me give up.
 

RR: I couldn’t ask for a better club to start
playing again. I have enjoyed every minute of
this season so far! I still working on myself and
building again my confidence, and the club
already helped me with that. At Rovers we are
treated like queens and the support we had so
far is exceptional. I joined a splendid team, with
skilful individuals, which, together, created a
very powerful collective. I would like to say thank
you to Rovers for having a women’s team, I am
sure Bristol is a bit warmer with these news. I
would like to leave a special thank you to my
team colleagues, to Nathan and to Mavis for
being part of this project, you’re all great people
and I am very lucky for starting 11 aside with all
of you! Rovers is the kind of club that keeps a
special place in your heart!

RR: So far the season has gone like a dream!
We’ve had brilliant results by winning all the
league games and league cup games. We
had a loss in the County Cup and now we are
out of it, but, we’ve done amazing
performances, which has shown  that we
have a team for the future. We are in first
place in the league and we intend to keep up
with these results until the end of the season.
We are fighting for the League Cup trophy
and this is very good for a team that just
started this year. Individually
I aspire to improve as a football player, and
learn from my mistakes and of course I want
to score and provide goals every game if
possible. Collectively I would like to win the
league and the cup with Rovers and help
them the best way I can to reach future
objectives. When I am playing at home I feel
like I am flying on our amazing pitch. I
actually feel very satisfied to see myself on
the pictures wearing the blue and white
colours. I am still waiting to be able to play at
the Memorial Stadium ;) UTTG!!

GG: And how have you enjoyed the season
so far with a brand new club?









LEAGUE TABLES



Courtney Adams
Sponsored by

Chloe Campbell
Sponsored by

Natasha Galpin
Sponsored by

Jen Atherton
Sponsored by

Libby Bell
Sponsored by

Georgina Burgess
Sponsored by

Anytime Fitness
Bradley Stoke

Natalie Coles
Sponsored by

Red Falcons Jnr FC

Zoe Fielden-Stewart
Sponsored by

Shannon Francis
Sponsored by

Aspinline

Rosie Hall
Sponsored by

Shawna Hannam
Sponsored by

Drive Vauxhall (Patchway)
Bristol North

Lauren Harris
Sponsored by

Sarah Harris
Sponsored by

Anna Hubble
Sponsored by

Emily Hulbert
Sponsored by

My Shine Bristol

Josie James
Sponsored by

AJS Autos



Rhianna Jamieson
Sponsored by

April Lucia-Scadding
Sponsored by

Rossana Rocha
Sponsored by

Zoe Jones
Sponsored by

Freya Jones-Griffiths
Sponsored by

Cheyenne Lee
Sponsored by

Kartcher Bristol &
Bristol Corsas

Jess Lumber
Sponsored by

Kelsey Manning
Sponsored by

Katie Rawlings
Sponsored by

Farran Stewart
Sponsored by

Hannah Thompson
Sponsored by

XITE ENERGY

Georgia Vandries
Sponsored by

Jasmine Bull
Sponsored by

Ruby Warden
Sponsored by

Poppy Warren
Sponsored by

Lottie Weeks
Sponsored by

AMP Electrical

SRC Driver Training
Limited

Scadding Associates

Team Tek



Sophie Whiteford
Sponsored by

Nathan Hallett-Young
Co-Founder

First Team Manager

Freya Sheedy
Sponsored by

Jamie-Leigh Worlock
Sponsored by

Calas Flowers

Matthew Davies
Co-Founder
Secretary

Media Manager

Abbie Jones
Development Team 

Manager

Will Dixon
Development Team

Coach

Jack Sully
Goalkeeper Coach

Jake Lane
Goalkeeper Coach

'GAS GIRLS' STAFF






