
Players Name
We chat to "...." ahead of the new season



BRISTOL ROVERS WOMEN'S

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY





HOW TO WEATHER THE STORM
A 'Gas Girls' match day at Lockleaze? It's
been a while since we've able to say that!
 
Storm Ciara and Dennis has left it's mark on
the whole Country, let alone the Women's
Football scene. Despite the backlog of
fixtures, I feel that we certainly made the
correct and safest decisions to postpone our
recent games at 'Estadio De Leaze'.
Travelling conditions were  treacherous and
the wind would have ruined any spectacle on
the pitch.
 
With our fixtures now re-scheduled, it's time
for us to concentrate on the 'business end of
the season'. It's fair to say that we are in pole
position to win our first title but 
 complacency is something that will not be 

creeping into the squad as we prepare for the
final few games. It goes without saying that
we'll be keeping our standards high, just like
we have throughout the season and make
sure that we get across the line doing what
we've been doing from day one.
 
It does take some solid mathematical problem
solving to work out when we're actually able
to officially celebrate that title win but we do
know that two wins will finish the job. It could
be earlier depending on other results across
the League.
 
We've also booked ourselves a spot in the
Gordon Perrett League Cup Semi-Final after
an impressive 6-0 victory away to Longwell
Green. Despite the muddy conditions, the ...



extra training sessions. We've also welcomed
Bob Seymour from Aimsha Yoga into the
camp for a superb yoga session with the
squad. Bob is a true professional and his
session was really beneficial for our girls. We
look forward to having him back in camp
again soon and we'd like to thank him for is
continuous support.
 
We're also looking forward to sharing some
news with our partners at 'Crossed Swords' so
keep an eye out for that in the very near
future.
 
Off the pitch, preparations are already being
put in place for next season. We've been
identifying certain issues and teething
problems that always occur in an innagural
campaign and we're confident that we'll make
better decisions going forward. An extra
evening of training is booked in and the
expansion of the backroom team is also on
the cards.
 
We're also on the verge of releasing some
more exciting news that will be announced in
the Spring. Due to the success of the 'Gas Girls'
project, the opportunity to grow and develop
has come a lot quicker than we initially
anticipated. I can't help but get excited by
what the future holds for us. The present day
is pretty good as well! UTGG! MD

...the 'Gas Girls' turned on the style to showcase
one of our best performances of the season to
date. Georgia Vandries & Hannah Thompson
both netting a brace, while Rossana Rocha
converted a penalty before an own goal
finished off the tie. We are now preparing for
the semi-final away to Pucklechurch on March
8th.
 
Our Development Team are still in amongst a
ding-dong battle with League rivals Cotswold
Rangers, which looks likely to go down to the
wire. We've also booked ourselves a spot in the
Gloucestershire FA County Cup semi-final after
a frantic 90 minutes away to Tytherington
Rocks, ending in  a 2-1 win with goals coming
from Zoe Jones & Lottie Weeks. The girls will
be up against either Gloucester City or
Cheltenham Civil Service in the semi-final.
 
Looking at 2020 so far, well it has been a little
frustrating. Certainly not in terms of our
performances although it does become a bit
more challenging to keep our momentum
when we've only played two games in two
Months. Okay, we're not the only ones in a
similar position but we try our best to eradicate
any concerns by working hard behind the
scenes.
 
Our workout sessions at F45 have been a
regular part of our schedule alongside some







NEWS FLASH!
The girls from our education
programme will be making the
journey to England's HQ at St.
George's Park next week, to take part
in the EFL Trust Futsal Ladies Cup.
 
The girls will face Northampton
Town, Derby County & Rotherham in
their group with the hopes of
progressing to the semi-finals. 
 
Best of luck ladies! UTGG!
 

Fixture News
 

Storm Ciara & Dennis has
made significant impact on our
remaining fixtures. They have

now been rescheduled for;
 

15th March - BLU (Dev) H
29th March - Cheltenham H
10th May - Pucklechurch A

Our Development Team are
through to the semi-final of
the Gloucestershire FA County
Cup after beating Tytherington
Rocks 2-1 last Sunday.
 
Goals from Zoe Jones & Lottie
Weeks sealed the victory and
the girls will travel to
Gloucester City or Cheltenham
Civil Service to book their place
in the final.
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KATIE
RAWLINGS
After an impressive pre-season and a
'Player of the Match' performance on her
senior debut at our very first game,
Rawlings was promptly promoted to the first
team squad by the staff. Ever since, Katie
(Katiesta) has been developing alongside
her peers and demonstrating her fantastic
ability to read the game.
 
As a student at our BTEC College
programme, Rawlings continues to progress
and is enjoying her opportunity to train
every day with Bristol Rovers. We spoke to
our young midfield maestro about her first
season with the 'Gas Girls'

GG: Katie, thanks for chatting to us today.
When was the first time that you fell in
love with the beautiful game?
 KR: I’ve always loved football. Ever since I
was five I always tried to get involved with
tournaments in school. It wasn’t until
secondary school started where I really
enjoyed it! I joined a team and ever since
I’ve always wanted to play football outside
of my college or school life.

GG: When the 'Open Sessions' were
announced for the brand new Bristol
Rovers Women's Team, what attracted
you come along and try out?

KR: When I saw the advertising it was the
idea of pushing myself and having a
challenge. I’ve wanted to develop as a
player and grow in confidence and I thought
this was a great place to start. I’ve always
looked up to the coaching staff as they’re all
so friendly and welcoming! It was also the
thought of meeting new people who have
similar interests and ideas as me.



GG: As one of the youngest players in the
squad, how have you settled in with the rest
of the squad?

GG: How did it feel to get that call-up and play
for the first team?

KR: For me it was a mixture of both nerves and
excitement. I’ve always been hard and critical on
myself, particularly in football so to get called up
really helped my confidence.

KR: I feel like I’ve settled in really well with the
whole squad. Every single one of the players
have done something to help me out and they
look out and support me. They’ve all been really
welcoming and I’ve enjoyed meeting more
experienced players in the senior women’s game,
so I feel really comfortable around them all.

"Every single one of the

players have done something

to help me out and they look

out and support me"

GG: You're also studying a BTEC Level 3 in
Sport with Bristol Rovers Community Trust.
How has this experience been and has it
made a positive impact?

KR: Studying at Rovers and playing for the
women’s team has helped me so much. It’s
helped me to develop as a player and I feel like I
can really fit into the club. The opportunities that
we get as part of the BTEC course are amazing
and I'd certainly recommend any girl who is
studying for their GCSE's at the moment, to enrol
with Rovers.

GG: And finally, what are your hopes and
aspirations while your a 'Gas Girl'?

KR: I hope that I can push myself into
developing into a better player... I’m excited to
see what’s to come with this team and I hope
that we can win many trophies and leagues!
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